ISSN: 1811-1564

DOI: 10.53469/ssh.2026.8(01).19

Ancient Skies, Sacred Stones: An Introduction to
Archaeoastronomical Methods and Interpretations

Bidyananda Borkakoty

Journal of Social Science and Humanities

Puducherry, India
bidyanandabork@gmail.com

Abstract: Archaeoastronomy bridges archaeology and astronomy, revealing how ancient cultures integrated celestial observations into
their lives. By analysing astronomical alignments in architecture, researchers reconstruct past worldviews, overcoming limitations of
written records. This approach highlights the sophistication of ancient societies, where astronomy was integral to ritual, governance, and
social structure. Ancient observers, with a geocentric perspective, meticulously tracked celestial phenomena. Understanding their methods
requires comprehending the apparent motions of the Sun and stars, celestial coordinate systems, and the impact of Earth's axial
precession. Monuments like Stonehenge and Maya pyramids, aligned with solstices and equinoxes, showcase the importance of these
events in ancient calendars and rituals. Beyond observation, archaeoastronomy explores the cultural significance of the sky.
Constellations, repositories of mythology, and astronomically aligned architecture, like the Pantheon, demonstrate how celestial events
reinforced social and religious order. Fieldwork, combining modern surveying with cultural analysis, refines our understanding of
ancient sites. The journey begins with early astronomical observations, transitioning to the integration of astronomy into architecture.
Megalithic structures like Gobekli Tepe and solar - aligned temples in Malta reflect this early connection. ""Hierophanies, ' manifestations
of the sacred, highlight the ritualistic use of astronomical alignments. Stonehenge and Newgrange exemplify this connection. Stonehenge,
aligned with solstices, demonstrates sophisticated astronomical knowledge. Newgrange, with its winter solstice illumination, marks a
pivotal moment in archaeoastronomy's development. These sites underscore how archaeoastronomy illuminates the profound connection

between ancient societies and the cosmos.
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1. Introduction

The field of archaeoastronomy provides a unique lens through
which to examine the intellectual and cultural achievements
of past civilizations. By investigating the astronomical
alignments embedded within ancient architectural designs,
researchers can reconstruct the thought processes behind
these monuments’ construction. This approach transcends the
limitations of traditional archaeological methods, particularly
when confronted with the paucity of written records, and
offers a more comprehensive understanding of the symbolic
and functional roles of these structures. The integration of
celestial observations into architectural design speaks to a
sophisticated understanding of the cosmos, suggesting that
astronomy was not merely a passive observation, but an active
component of ritual, governance, and societal organization. A
fundamental aspect of archaeoastronomical inquiry is the
recognition that ancient cultures perceived the cosmos
through a geocentric lens, observing celestial phenomena
with the wunaided eye. To accurately interpret their
observations, it is necessary to understand the apparent
motions of the Sun and stars, as influenced by Earth's rotation
and axial tilt. The development of celestial coordinate
systems, analogous to terrestrial latitude and longitude,
allowed ancient astronomers to track and predict celestial
events with remarkable precision. Monuments like
Stonehenge and Maya pyramids, aligned with solstices,
equinoxes, and stellar risings, underscore these events’
importance. Moreover, the phenomenon of axial precession,
which alters the apparent positions of stars over long periods,
necessitates the application of mathematical astronomy to
reconstruct the night skies as they appeared to ancient
observers.

Beyond the purely observational aspects, archacoastronomy
emphasizes the cultural significance of celestial phenomena.
The constellations, for example, served as repositories of
mythology and tradition, reflecting the beliefs and values of
the societies that identified them. The integration of
astronomical alignments into monumental architecture, as
seen in the design of the Pantheon in Rome, underscores the
use of celestial events to reinforce political power and
religious authority. Furthermore, the practical application of
archaeoastronomical fieldwork, involving the use of both
traditional and modern surveying techniques, allows
researchers to validate and refine their interpretations of
ancient sites. The combination of observational astronomy,
cultural analysis, and methodological rigor makes
archaeoastronomy a valuable tool for understanding the
complex relationship between ancient civilizations and the
COSmMos.

Sun's Apparent Motion & Celestial Coordinates

Modern astronomical inquiry leverages sophisticated
instrumentation, revealing a cosmos comprised of countless
galaxies, each containing billions of stars. Our Sun, a single
star, occupies a peripheral position within the Milky Way,
itself but one among a multitude of galaxies. In stark contrast,
ancient civilizations, devoid of such technological
advancements, cultivated a profound understanding of the
celestial sphere through naked - eye observation. Their
perception, inherently geocentric, was limited to visible
celestial bodies and influenced by Earth's multifaceted
motions. Despite these limitations, ancient astronomers
developed innovative observational techniques, yielding
remarkably accurate measurements that informed the design
and orientation of their monumental architecture. To
comprehend these architectural nuances, a return to the
fundamentals of naked - eye astronomy, as practiced by these
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cultures, is imperative. The Earth's orbit around the Sun traces
an elliptical path, defining the ecliptic plane. The Earth's
rotational axis, inclined at 23.5 degrees relative to this plane,
a phenomenon known as obliquity, significantly impacts
celestial observations. From a terrestrial vantage point, the
apparent movement of celestial objects is primarily attributed
to Earth's rotation. This perception frames the sky as a
celestial sphere, wherein positions are defined using
coordinate systems. The celestial sphere employs declination
and right ascension, analogous to terrestrial latitude and
longitude, measured relative to a fixed point.

An alternative coordinate system, the azimuth - altitude
system, is observer - centric. Extending Earth's axis into the
celestial sphere yields the celestial pole, a pivotal reference
point around which all celestial objects appear to rotate.
Projecting a perpendicular line from the celestial pole to the
horizon establishes geographical north and the meridian.
Azimuth denotes the angular distance of a point from
geographical north, measured clockwise, while altitude
signifies the angular elevation above the horizon.
Understanding the Sun's apparent motion necessitates
considering the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, parallels
whose latitudes correspond to Earth's obliquity. At latitudes
exceeding the Tropic of Cancer, such as Stonehenge, the Sun
culminates to the south, achieving an azimuth of 180 degrees
at local noon. The Sun's rising azimuth varies between
minimal (north of east) and maximal (south of east), defining
the solstices. These extreme azimuths occur annually. The
equinoxes, conversely, are defined by the Sun's rising azimuth
of 90 degrees (east), corresponding to zero declination.
Within tropical latitudes, the Sun's horizon behaviour remains
similar, albeit with a progressively narrower azimuth arc.
However, solar culmination exhibits a distinct phenomenon:
zenith passage. As the summer solstice approaches, the Sun
culminates directly overhead, eliminating shadows. Post -
solstice, the Sun's culmination shifts northward, leading to a
second zenith passage on the symmetrical date. The interval
between zenith passages increases with decreasing latitude,
culminating at the equator during the equinoxes. Thus, the
solstices, equinoxes, and zenith passages constitute
significant solar events. It is crucial to acknowledge that
archeoastronomy extends beyond these events, encompassing
culturally significant solar dates. The Roman calendar, for
example, marks April 21st, the city's founding date, as a day
of particular significance, reflected in the Pantheon's design.

Stars: Constellations & Apparent Motion

While the universe teems with countless stars, only a fraction
is visible to the naked eye under clear, dark skies. The
brightness of these visible stars is quantified using apparent
magnitude, a scale where lower values denote brighter
objects. The Sun, naturally, possesses the lowest magnitude,
followed by the Moon and Venus. Prominent stars, such as
Sirius, and those designated as first magnitude, like Canopus,
Arcturus, and Vega, are readily observable. For practical
purposes of naked - eye astronomy, the limit of visibility is
generally considered to be around magnitude 5 or 6.
Consequently, pre - modern skies, devoid of light pollution,
offered a far more vibrant display of stars.

Modern star identification employs Greek letters within
constellation names, though traditional individual star names

persist. The apparent motion of stars, primarily attributed to
Earth's rotation, is perceived as a circular movement around
the celestial poles. Stars near these poles, termed circumpolar,
remain perpetually visible. Conversely, stars near the opposite
pole remain perpetually below the horizon. The visible
portion of the sky thus varies with the observer's location.
Non - circumpolar stars exhibit daily rising and setting.
However, some stars may be obscured by daylight during
certain periods, leading to an invisibility phase. The end of
this phase, marked by the heliacal rising, when a star becomes
briefly visible before sunrise, held significant cultural
importance in antiquity. The human tendency to perceive
patterns extends to the night sky, resulting in the formation of
constellations. These groupings, originating in the Near East
and codified by the Greeks and Romans, served as cultural
repositories of mythology and tradition. While constellation
identification can be challenging due to cultural variations,
their study provides valuable insights into ancient
worldviews. Constellations along the ecliptic, the Sun's
apparent path, are of particular significance. These zodiacal
constellations, though subject to cultural variations, served as
markers of the Sun's annual journey. The zodiac, while rooted
in ancient astronomical observation, is intertwined with
astrology, a practice historically significant but lacking
scientific validity.

Precession & Ancient Sky Reconstruction

Earth's axial precession, a slow, conical rotation of its axis
around the perpendicular to the ecliptic, completes a cycle
approximately every 26, 000 years. This phenomenon, while
having no impact on the apparent motions of the Sun, Moon,
or planets, significantly alters the apparent positions of stars
over time. Consequently, accounting for precession is crucial
for accurately reconstructing ancient night skies. The
movement of the north celestial pole, tracing a circular path,
results in varying proximity to bright stars across epochs.
What we currently identify as the pole star is merely the star
closest to the pole in our present era. In the third millennium
BCE, Theban in Draco served as the pole star; while
intervening periods lacked a prominent pole star. Notably, the
south celestial pole consistently resides in a region devoid of
bright stars.

Precession's influence extends to all stellar declinations,
potentially rendering constellations invisible or visible from
specific latitudes across different periods. The Cross -
Centaurus group, for instance, was visible from the
Mediterranean until the last millennium BCE. Furthermore,
precession shifts the stellar background against which the Sun
rises on fixed solar dates, notably at equinoxes. This shift,
exemplified by the winter solstice moving from Capricorn to
Sagittarius and the spring equinox from Aries to Pisces
around 1 AD, is why precession is sometimes referred to as
"precession of the equinoxes, " though this term can be
misleading. Reconstructing ancient skies necessitates
employing mathematical astronomy, which allows for the
calculation of celestial body positions in the past or future.
Modern astronomical software, or digital planetariums,
simplify this process, simulating the appearance of the sky at
any given time. These tools, such as the freely available
Stellaria, provide accessible and engaging means of exploring
ancient astronomical observations.
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Sightseeing with an Archeoastronomers Eye

Approaching archaeological sites with an
archaeoastronomical perspective requires a fundamental shift
in understanding how ancient peoples perceived their
environment. Their worldview, deeply rooted in religious
beliefs and the cyclical patterns of nature, shaped their
interactions with the landscape. When conducting fieldwork
or simply visiting such sites, it's crucial to recognize that the
monuments studied are often embedded within landscapes
imbued with sacred significance. Therefore, careful
observation and an attempt to reconstruct the ancient
configuration of the surroundings are essential. Envisioning
the landscape and sky as a unified whole, mirroring the
ancient perception of the cosmos, is paramount.

Once familiarized with the landscape and the placement of
monuments, the search for alignments—intentional
directional indicators within ancient designs—begins. These
can include temple axes, tomb entrances, or the main
thoroughfares of ancient cities. However, merely measuring
alignments is insufficient; an accurate representation of the
visible horizon is also necessary. Identifying the position of a
celestial object requires both azimuth and altitude data.
Furthermore, prominent horizon features, such as sacred
mountains or other related monuments, may hold cultural
significance. Modern surveying instruments like theodolites
and GPS devices facilitate highly precise measurements.
However, even simple tools can provide valuable insights. A
magnetic compass, though subject to magnetic declination
and local perturbations, offers a rough approximation of
geographical north. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration provides data to correct for magnetic
declination. A clinometer, essentially a vertically oriented
goniometer, allows for the measurement of horizon altitudes.
Virtual globe software, such as Google Earth, can further
validate these findings, with its ruler and elevation profile
tools enabling the measurement of distances, azimuths, and
horizon heights.

Astronomy and Architecture

In contemporary society, the celestial sphere often fades into
the background, obscured by the pervasive glow of artificial
light. However, for our ancestors, the night sky was a
dominant and awe - inspiring presence. Unpolluted by
modern illumination, the heavens displayed a breathtaking
panorama of countless stars, with the Milky Way stretching
across the firmament like a luminous river. This raises the
fundamental question: when and why did humans begin to
observe the sky with such keen interest? The origins of
astronomical observation are deeply intertwined with the
evolution of human cognition and cultural practices. While
anatomically modern humans emerged in Africa
approximately 200, 000 years ago, a significant shift in
intellectual behaviour occurred during the Upper Palaeolithic
period, around 50, 000 BCE. This era witnessed two pivotal
developments: a geographical expansion that led to the
migration of humans into Europe, and a surge in technical and
artistic innovation, exemplified by the remarkable cave
paintings found in sites like Chauvet. It is plausible that
systematic skywatching emerged during this period, with
archaeological evidence suggesting possible lunar calendars
and constellation representations.

The Upper Palaeolithic hunting — gathering lifestyle required
deep understanding of natural cycles and geography. This era
transitioned into the Neolithic period, marked by the advent
of agriculture and sedentary living. Contrary to earlier
assumptions, recent archaeological discoveries, such as the
megalithic structures at Gobekli Tepe, indicate that
monumental construction predates the agricultural revolution.
These structures, featuring elaborate stone enclosures and
engraved megaliths, hint at the early integration of
astronomical considerations into architectural design. The
subsequent proliferation of megalithic cultures in the
Mediterranean further solidified the connection between
astronomy and architecture. Passage graves and stone circles,
like those found in Carnac and Portugal, respectively, exhibit
deliberate orientations towards solar events. In Malta,
megalithic temples dedicated to a mother goddess, such as
Mnajdra Temple 2, showcase sophisticated astronomical
alignments, with light and shadow effects marking solstices
and equinoxes. These examples underscore the early and
profound relationship between human societies and the
celestial realm, where architecture served as a tangible
expression of cosmic understanding.

The Living Sky: Hierophanies and the Ancient Landscape
The interplay between astronomy and monumental
architecture serves as a critical interpretive tool for
understanding numerous archaeological sites. This
connection stems from the fundamental role of the sky in
ancient power structures. In these societies, a cohesive
worldview, or "cosmos, " was essential for maintaining social
stability and psychological security. This worldview
encompassed a framework of beliefs, social hierarchies, and
religious doctrines, all aimed at ordering both space and time.
The ordering of space often began with the identification of
cardinal directions, a process intrinsically linked to
astronomical observations of the Sun and stars. Similarly, the
regulation of time relied on the creation of calendars, whether
solar or lunar, and the scheduling of rituals and agricultural
practices based on celestial events. Beyond these practical
applications, worldviews also addressed existential questions,
providing explanations for the inexplicable and offering hope
for an afterlife. Consequently, religion, deeply connected to
nature and celestial cycles, played a central role in these
societies.

Temporal power was often perceived as the guarantor of
cosmic order, acting as an intermediary between humanity
and nature. This connection to the sky was manifested in
various ways, such as Egyptian pharaohs claiming divine
lineage, Inca rulers asserting descent from the Sun, and
Roman emperors utilizing celestial events to legitimize their
rule. The construction of monumental architecture served as
a tangible expression of this power, reinforcing cultural
memory and social stability. Incorporating symbolic
references to the sky, these structures became vehicles for

"hierophanies, " or manifestations of the sacred.
Hierophanies, facilitated by architectural design and
astronomical alignments, provided powerful emotional

experiences, reinforcing the connection between the divine
and the earthly realm. Examples include solar alignments
marking significant dates, such as the founding of Rome at
the Pantheon, seasonal renewals of divine power, as seen at
Karnak and Chichen Itza, and symbolic representations of the
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afterlife, as at Newgrange and Giza. These astronomically
oriented monuments often formed part of larger "sacred
landscapes, " which could evolve over centuries or be defined
by unique natural features. Such landscapes, like the pyramid
fields of Egypt or the sanctuary of Delphi, underscore the

profound integration of astronomy into the religious and
political fabric of ancient societies.

Stonehenge: The Dawn of Archaeoastronomy

Credits: https: //assets. editorial. aetnd. com/uploads/2015/08/stonehenge - gettyimages - 599815110 - 1. jpg; https:
//edn. britannica. com/67/123467 - 050 - ESAB40DD/Stonehenge - example - post - and - lintel - construction. jpg

Stonehenge, a name synonymous with ancient astronomical
alignments, serves as a cornerstone in the study of
archaeoastronomy. This iconic monument, erected during the
Neolithic period in Northern Europe, stands as a testament to
the sophisticated engineering and astronomical knowledge of
its builders. The era saw the proliferation of megalithic
structures, ranging from simple menhirs to complex passage
graves and henges, each reflecting varying degrees of
architectural and astronomical integration. Stonehenge,
situated on the Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire, England, is a
complex monument that evolved through multiple
construction phases. Initially, a ditch - bank enclosure with
pits, possibly for timber, marked the site. Subsequent phases
saw the introduction of bluestones, transported from distant
Welsh hills, and later, the massive sarsen stones, quarried
closer by. These megaliths were arranged in a unique
configuration, featuring an outer stone circle and a horseshoe
- shaped arrangement of trilithons, all aligned with a
northeastern entrance axis. While the precise function of
Stonehenge remains speculative due to the absence of written
records, the monument's design strongly suggests an
intentional connection to celestial phenomena.

The primary axis of Stonehenge aligns with the rising Sun at
the summer solstice, a spectacle that continues to captivate

observers today. This deliberate orientation towards a
significant solar event underscores the monument's
astronomical significance. The solar cycle, marked by the
solstices, held profound cultural importance, often associated
with themes of renewal and rebirth. Furthermore, Stonehenge
was not an isolated structure but part of a larger complex,
potentially a Neolithic pilgrimage centre, accessed via the
Avenue. The monument's alignment also extends to the winter
solstice sunset, suggesting a dual orientation that
encompassed both ends of the solar cycle. While the
astronomical alignments at Stonehenge are undeniable, it's
crucial to avoid interpreting the monument as a precise
astronomical instrument or eclipse predictor. Instead, its
astronomical features should be viewed as integral
components of a symbolic landscape, reflecting the beliefs
and worldview of its builders. The monument's connection to
both the summer and winter solstices, its integration within a
larger complex, and the possible lunar alignments of the
station stones all contribute to a rich tapestry of astronomical
and cultural significance. Stonehenge, therefore, serves as a
compelling example of how archaeoastronomy can illuminate
the intricate relationship between ancient societies and the
celestial realm.

Newgrange: A Solstice Sanctuary

1. Newgranée 0 ithic P:zissage Tomb.

tps: n off. de/sites/default/files/styles/wasserzeichen/public/2022 -

04/20140605_17 04 06 09330 hdr20220416 Newgrange 0. jpg. webp?itok=mL2fEejs;
2. Winter Solstice in the Newgrange Chamber. https: //mythicalireland. com/cdn/shop/files/Newgrange - Chamber -

Light. jpg?v=1714722765&width=1946

Nestled within the Bend of the Boyne in Ireland, a sacred
landscape dedicated to burial and the cult of the dead emerged
towards the end of the fourth millennium BCE. This funerary

complex, encompassing the passage graves of Newgrange,
Knowth, and Dowth, reveals a profound connection between
ancient Irish society and the celestial realm. These structures,
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confirmed as tombs by the discovery of human remains and
grave goods within decorated stone basins, are characterized
by their kerbed perimeters and elaborately decorated stones.
The abstract motifs, including spirals, lozenges, and circles,
suggest a complex symbolic language, possibly linked to
shamanistic practices and altered states of consciousness. The
interpretation of these megalithic carvings often draws upon
ethnographic studies of shamanism. It is hypothesized that
shamans, believed to possess the ability to communicate with
the divine and the deceased, utilized hallucinogenic
substances to induce visions. These visions, characterized by
geometric patterns, may have inspired the abstract art found
within the passage graves, serving as symbolic
representations of journeys into the afterlife. While the
astronomical significance of some decorations remains
debated, the undeniable presence of astronomy at Newgrange
is evident in its architectural design.

Newgrange, a cardioid - shaped mound with a straight
corridor leading to an interior chamber, features a
reconstructed facade of white quartz. The discovery of a "roof
box" above the entrance, a stone - built window, by Michael
O'Kelly during restoration, revealed the monument's
deliberate alignment with the winter solstice sunrise. Folk
memory had long suggested a connection between the
corridor and the midwinter sun, but the roof box provided the
means for sunlight to penetrate the chamber. O'Kelly's
clearing of the roof box allowed the winter solstice sun to
once again illuminate the chamber, fulfilling a celestial
appointment set 5, 000 years prior. Similar to Stonehenge, the
winter solstice at Newgrange likely symbolized renewal and
rebirth, explaining the meticulous design of the tomb to
capture this event. This rediscovery of the winter solstice
alignment at Newgrange is often considered a pivotal moment
in the development of archaeoastronomy, marking the
beginning of a more rigorous, evidence - based approach to
understanding the astronomical significance of ancient
monuments.

India's Connection to the Cosmos:
Insights

Archaeoastronomy in India reveals a rich tapestry of ancient
astronomical knowledge woven into the fabric of its cultural
and architectural heritage. While systematic research is still
developing compared to other regions, existing evidence
points to a sophisticated understanding of celestial
phenomena among ancient Indian civilizations. The emphasis
on ritual, timekeeping, and cosmology in Indian traditions has
left a legacy of structures and texts that hint at a deep
connection between the people and the sky. This connection
is evident in the alignment of temples, the design of
observatories, and the cosmological concepts embedded in
ancient literature. Further evidence of archaeoastronomical
practices can be found in the alignments of ancient temples.
The Konark Sun Temple in Odisha, dedicated to the Sun god
Surya, is designed to capture the first rays of the rising sun at
dawn. The temple’s intricate carvings and its chariot - like
structure further emphasize its solar symbolism. Similarly,
some ancient cave temples, such as those at Ellora, exhibit
orientations that suggest a connection to celestial events. The
alignment of these structures with solstices or equinoxes
indicates a deliberate attempt to integrate astronomical
observations into religious practices.

Archaeological

ht‘q;s: //sambapuriverse. in/wp'—
content/uploads/2025/01/Konark - Sun - Temple - Time -
Wheel - 3 - 1024x576. jpg

The Konark Sun Temple, is renowned for its intricately
carved stone wheels, which are much more than mere
decorations. These wheels, 24 in total, represent the wheels of
Surya's (the Sun God's) chariot, and they also function as
sundials. Each wheel is a testament to the advanced
astronomical and engineering knowledge of the time. The
wheels are designed with spokes and other detailed carvings
that allow them to accurately tell the time of day. It is believed
that the wheels can show time very accurately. The 12 pairs
of wheels are also said to represent the 12 months of the year,
and the spokes represent divisions of time within the day.
These wheels are a significant feature of the temple,
highlighting the blend of artistry, science, and religious
symbolism in ancient Indian architecture.

Ancient Indian texts, such as the Vedas and the Siddhantas,
also provide valuable insights into the astronomical
knowledge of the time. These texts contain detailed
descriptions of celestial phenomena, including the
movements of the sun, moon, and planets. The concept of
nakshatras (lunar mansions) and the calculation of eclipses
are discussed in these texts, highlighting the importance of
astronomy in ancient Indian cosmology. The Aryabhatiya by
Aryabhata, for example, is a seminal work that presents
advanced astronomical concepts, including the heliocentric
model, centuries before similar ideas emerged in Europe. The
use of these texts in conjunction with the study of ancient
structures allows researchers to reconstruct the astronomical
knowledge and practices of ancient India. One compelling
example is the Jantar Mantar observatories, built by Maharaja
Sawai Jai Singh II in the 18th century. While these are
relatively recent, they demonstrate a continuation of ancient
astronomical practices. The Jantar Mantar in Jaipur, for
instance, features massive masonry instruments designed to
measure time, track celestial bodies, and predict eclipses.
These structures reflect a profound understanding of
geometry and astronomy, drawing upon earlier Indian
astronomical traditions. The Samrat Yantra, a giant sundial,
and the Jai Prakash Yantra, a concave hemispherical
instrument, are remarkable examples of this architectural
integration of astronomical knowledge. The exploration of
archaeoastronomy in India is still an evolving field, with
many potential avenues for future research. Analyzing the
alignments of megalithic sites, studying the astronomical
symbolism in rock art, and further investigating the
connections between ancient texts and architectural designs

Volume 8 Issue 1, 2026
www.bryanhousepub.com

97


http://www.ijsr.net/
https://sambalpuriverse.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Konark-Sun-Temple-Time-Wheel-3-1024x576.jpg
https://sambalpuriverse.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Konark-Sun-Temple-Time-Wheel-3-1024x576.jpg
https://sambalpuriverse.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Konark-Sun-Temple-Time-Wheel-3-1024x576.jpg

Journal of Social Science and Humanities

ISSN: 1811-1564

can provide a more comprehensive understanding of the rich
astronomical heritage of India. These studies contribute to a
broader understanding of how ancient civilizations
worldwide perceived and interacted with the cosmos.

In conclusion, archaeoastronomy provides a powerful and
unique methodology for understanding the intricate
relationship between ancient civilizations and the cosmos. By
meticulously examining the astronomical alignments
embedded within architectural designs and cultural practices,
we gain invaluable insights into the worldviews, beliefs, and
societal structures of past societies. From the sophisticated
solar alignments of Stonehenge to the dramatic winter solstice
illumination of Newgrange, these ancient monuments stand
as testaments to the profound connection between humanity
and the celestial realm. This interdisciplinary field, bridging
archaeology and astronomy, allows us to transcend the
limitations of traditional archaeological methods, particularly
when confronted with the scarcity of written records. By
reconstructing ancient skies and interpreting the cultural
significance of celestial phenomena, archacoastronomy
illuminates the intellectual and spiritual achievements of our
ancestors. The recognition of ancient societies’ geocentric
perspectives, their meticulous observations of celestial
events, and their integration of these observations into
monumental architecture highlights the sophistication and
depth of their understanding. Furthermore, the exploration of
"hierophanies" and the concept of sacred landscapes
underscores the vital role of astronomical alignments in
reinforcing  religious and political authority. The
constellations, serving as repositories of mythology, and the
deliberate orientation of structures towards significant solar
events, like solstices and equinoxes, reveal how the cosmos
was woven into the fabric of daily life. The journey from early
astronomical observations, as seen in Gobekli Tepe and the
Maltese temples, to the complex alignments of Stonehenge
and Newgrange, marks a pivotal evolution in human
understanding and expression. Archaeoastronomy, through its
rigorous fieldwork and analytical approach, not only
enhances our understanding of individual sites but also
provides a broader perspective on the shared human
experience of gazing at the stars. Ultimately, the field
underscores that the study of ancient skies is not merely an
academic pursuit but a profound exploration of our shared
human heritage and our enduring connection to the universe.
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